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All  eagles  are  protected  by  law.  Populations  are 
declining.  Please  do  not  molest  any  eagle,  nest, 
or  young  bird. 
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Camp  Creek  near  Sula 


Painted  Rocks  Lake 


Welcome  to  western  Montana. 

Included  on  this  map  is  a  portion  of  the 
beautiful  Bitterroot  National  Forest  and  the 
Bitterroot  Valley,  as  well  as  parts  of  the  Beaver¬ 
head  and  Deerlodge  National  Forests  and  the 
Sula  State  Forest.  Within  this  area  lies  some  of 
the  loveliest  country  and  some  of  the  best  hunt¬ 
ing,  fishing,  and  camping  in  the  United  States. 

The  Continental  Divide  courses  through  the 
eastern  portion.  Within  the  National  Forests, 
the  Forest  Service  has  primary  responsibility  for 
managing  wildlife  habitat;  the  Montana  Fish  & 
Game  Commission  regulates  game  use. 

The  Bitterroot  Valley,  Mountains,  and  River 
were  named  for  the  bitterroot  plants  that  grow 
in  the  valley.  Early  Catholic  priests  called  the 
river  “Saint  Marys.”  The  bitterroot  is  Mon¬ 
tana’s  state  flower.  It  has  a  fleshy  taproot  used 
as  food  by  the  Indians. 

Timbered  mountains  tower  above  the  scenic 
Bitterroot  Valley.  To  the  west  is  the  rugged 
Bitterroot  Range.  The  gentle  Sapphire  Moun¬ 
tains  are  to  the  east.  Trapper  Peak  (10,131  feet) 
rises  more  than  6,000  feet  above  the  valley. 
Other  prominent  peaks  in  this  portion  of  the 
Bitterroot  Range  are:  El  Capitan,  9,650  feet  and 
Watch  Tower  Peak,  8,790  feet. 

There  are  extensive  grasslands  on  the  valley’s 
sunny  eastern  foothills.  On  the  lower  slopes  are 
mountain  mahogany,  bitterbrush,  serviceberry, 
and  chokecherry— all  good  winter  feed  for  big 
game.  Mountains  on  both  sides  of  the  valley  are 
covered  with  a  variety  of  coniferous  trees.  Pon- 
derosa  pine,  lodgepole  pine,  Englemann  spruce, 
and  Douglas-fir  grow  at  lower  elevations;  at  about 
8,000  feet,  alpine  fir,  white-bark  pine,  and  alpine 
larch  cling  tenaciously  to  a  harsh  life  near  tim¬ 
berline.  Western  larch  reaches  its  southernmost 
limit  on  the  Bitterroot  Range  at  Mill  Creek  near 
Hamilton.  The  two  larches  give  the  area  much 
of  its  autumn  color.  To  the  east  of  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Divide  in  the  Big  Hole  Valley,  the  forest 
becomes  more  open  with  expanses  of  intermit¬ 
tent  grass  and  sagebrush. 


Logging  and  associated  forest  product  in¬ 
dustries  are  the  economic  backbone  of  this  area. 
Livestock  production  is  also  important.  Outdoor 
recreation  is  growing  in  importance  in  the  val¬ 
ley’s  total  economy. 

Wilderness 

This  recreation  map  shows  portions  of 
the  157,803-acre  Anaconda- Pintlar  Wil¬ 
derness  and  the  1,239,840-acre  Selway- 
Bitterroot  Wilderness.  Managed  by  the 
Forest  Service,  both  are  units  in  the  National 
Wilderness  Preservation  system  established  under 
the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964. 

The  Selway-Bitterroot  is  the  largest  class¬ 
ified  Wilderness  in  the  United  States.  It  is  a  favor¬ 
ite  hunting  and  fishing  area  for  those  willing  to 
rough  this  roadless  back  country.  County  roads 
lead  from  U.S.  Highway  93  into  the  foothills  of 
the  Bitterroot  Mountains.  From  these  roads, 
trails  lead  into  the  Wilderness.  A  slow-travel  dirt 
road  skirts  the  south  side  of  the  Wilderness. 

The  Anaconda-Pintlar,  along  the  rugged 
mountains  atop  the  Continental  Divide,  is  noted 
for  high,  barren,  and  precipitous  peaks  where 
mountain  goats  make  their  home. 

Wilderness  areas  are  devoted  to  recreational, 
scenic,  scientific,  educational,  conservation,  and 
historic  uses. 

History 

Lewis  &  Clark  passed  through  this  val- 
ley  in  1805  and  again  in  1806.  After 
obtaining  horses  from  the  Shoshone 
-QUTJj  Indians  in  1805,  the  party  found  they 
could  not  travel  down  the  Salmon  River,  so 
crossed  back  into  Montana  by  “Lost  Trail”  pass. 
As  far  as  is  known,  Lewis  &  Clark  were  the  first 
white  men  to  visit  this  part  of  Montana.  The 
Lewis  &  Clark  party  reported  deer,  elk,  and 
mountain  sheep  in  this  valley. 

Journals  of  the  Alexander  Ross  expedition 
of  1824-25  tell  of  abundant  game.  These  explor¬ 


ers  found  deer,  elk,  and  an  abundance  of  wild 
horses  near  Missoula.  The  party  subsisted  on 
bighorn  sheep  for  weeks  in  Ross’  Hole  at  the 
present  site  of  Sula. 

In  answer  to  a  call  by  the  Flathead  Indians, 
Father  DeSmet  and  five  associates  came  to  the 
Bitterroot  Valley  in  the  spring  of  1841.  They 
established  St.  Mary’s  Mission  and  constructed 
the  first  church  in  Montana  near  what  is  now 
Stevensville.  The  following  year,  in  1842,  grain 
and  potatoes  were  planted.  This  is  believed  to 
be  the  first  attempt  at  agriculture  in  Montana. 
Cattle  were  brought  to  the  valley  from  Fort  Col¬ 
ville  on  the  Columbia  River  the  same  year.  The 
first  grist  mill  was  built  in  1845. 

Chief  Joseph,  his  warriors,  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies,  about  400  people,  passed  through  the  valley 
in  1877.  A  force  of  U.S.  Infantry,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Gibbons  from  Fort  Shaw,  reinforced  by 
an  infantry  detachment  from  Fort  Missoula,  fol¬ 
lowed  the  Indians  and  engaged  them  in  the  Bat¬ 
tle  of  the  Big  Hole  on  August  9, 1877.  The  battle 
site  is  now  the  Big  Hole  Battlefield  National 
Monument. 

Fish 

The  Bitterroot  River  and  many  of  its 
tributaries  offer  excellent  fishing.  The 
area  is  sprinkled  with  mountain  lakes. 
Upper  reaches  of  the  river  provide 
mostly  cutthroat.  Many  of  the  lesser  streams 
abound  in  brook  trout.  Most  fish  in  the  high 
mountain  lakes  are  cutthroat;  rainbow  and  cut¬ 
throat  can  be  caught  in  the  lakes  at  lower  ele¬ 
vations. 

Dolly  Varden  and  brown  trout  are  taken  in 
the  lower  river;  rainbow  and  cutthroat  are  the 
most  common.  Whitefish  offer  excellent  winter 
fishing. 

Upper  tributaries  of  the  Big  Hole  River  lie 
east  of  the  Continental  Divide.  In  these  upper 
tributaries  and  lakes,  fishermen  catch  rainbow, 
cutthroat,  brook  trout,  and  grayling.  Brown  trout 
are  abundant  lower  down  the  river  system. 


Tin  Cup  Lake 


Moose  Ruffed  Grouse 


Game 

I  With  few  exceptions,  every  kind  of  big 
game  that  lives  in  the  mountains  of 
North  America  can  be  found  in  these 
I  western  Montana  mountains.  Moose, 
elk;  mule  and  white-tailed  deer,  bighorn  sheep, 
mountain  goat,  and  black  bear  make  this  a  fa¬ 
vored  mecca  for  sportsmen  and  game  watchers. 
Blue  grouse  is  the  most  common  upland  game 
bird;  ruffed  and  spruce  grouse  are  also  available 
to  hunters.  There  are  some  pheasant  in  the  lower, 
cultivated  valleys. 


Hunting  and  fishing  regulations  are  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Montana  Fish  &  Game  Depart¬ 
ment  in  Helena  and  from  licensed  agents  located 
in  most  towns.  Study  the  regulations  before  you 
go  bunting  or  fishing. 


Safety 


Shovel,  ax,  and  bucket  must  be  carried 
by  each  auto  or  pack  string  for  poten¬ 
tial  fire  control  use.  Be  careful  with 
fire  while  on  your  outings.  Do  not 
smoke  while  traveling  on  foot  or  horseback.  Sit 
down  in  a  safe  place  to  smoke:  be  sure  your  smoke 
is  out  when  you  leave.  Campfires  should  be  built 
in  safe  places;  thoroughly  extinguish  all  fires  be¬ 
fore  leaving  camp. 

Keep  a  clean  camp.  If  no  garbage  can  is 
available  for  disposal  of  litter,  carry  it  out  with 


i  For  your  personal  convenience  and  safety, 
do  not  travel  into  the  back  country  without  first 
informing  someone  of  your  destination  and  esti¬ 
mated  time  of  your  return.  Respect  the  right  of 
the  owners  of  private  land. 


Fish  &  Game  Commission  regulations  re¬ 
quire  big-game  hunters  to  wear  outer  garments 
of  bright  red,  orange,  or  yellow  color.  Check  the 
curient  hunting  regulations;  be  familiar  with 
local  restrictions.  Reckless  hunters  are  punish¬ 
able  under  Montana  law. 


Hunter  Safety 


(Montana  residents  under  18  years  of 
age  must  pass  a  course  in  safe  handling 
of  firearms  before  they  can  purchase  a 
big-game  hunting  license.  Montana 
youths  must,  also,  take  the  course  and  possess 
a  certificate  of  competency  to  purchase  a  game¬ 
bird  and  bear  license.  This  training  includes  in¬ 
struction  in  survival  and  in  hunter-landowner 


relationships.  Volunteer  instructors  under  the 
direction  of  the  Montana  Fish  &  Game  Commis¬ 
sion  provide  the  training. 


Outfitters  and  Guides 

If  you  are  not  familiar  with  this  area 
iNM  and  plan  to  go  into  one  of  the  Wilder- 
i£|  nesses  or  the  back  country,  you  should 
consider  the  services  of  a  licensed 
guide-outfitter.  Montana  outfitters  and  guides 
are  licensed  by  the  Montana  Fish  &  Game  Com¬ 
mission.  A  complete  list  of  licensed  guides  and 


outfitters  is  available  from  the  Montana  Fish  & 
Game  Department  at  Helena  and  at  the  Forest 
Supervisor’s  Office  in  Hamilton. 


Handling  Big-Game  Kill 

Your  chances  of  having  good  eating 
meat  are  improved  if  the  game  is  clean- 
ly  killed  and  properly  cared  for.  Dress 
™»- ^  and  cool  the  carcass  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  Montana  Fish  &  Game  Commission  and  the 
Forest  Service  can  provide  free  pamphlets  on 
field-dressing  big  game. 


